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Wherein is ſhew(d, 


Hl ndrance to our Peace and Security. 


which may procure us a 

Peace, from theſe Words in 1/atah $9. 8. 

------ They have made them crooked paths 

whoſoever goeth therein /hall not know 
Peace. 
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Firſt , tw Sn is the great Enemy, or| 


[Secondly, What the Reformation ſhould be, 
Arm and laſting | 
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Ifaiah IIx 13 go 


— They have made them-crooked 
paths. whoſoever goeth therein, 
Hal not know Peace. — | 


„ 


HAr Peace and Unity are neceſſary to 
the Safety and Welfare of a King anddtin, 4 
is not 2 to be prov d, from the Ca- 

lamities and Deſolation, that Divi/ions bring 

upon it, (Mat. IZ. Xy.) but from the Prayers, 
which we offer up to Heaven for the foremen- 
tion d Bleflings ,. and the ar we engage in 
upon Eartb to — them. 

But yet, tho' theſe Bleſſings be thus ne. 
ceſſary, is it not evident, that we "both want and 
deprive our ſelves of them? When, beſides our | 

Var with. the Common Enemy, there are alſo | 

Diviſions and Animoſities amongſt our ſelves. 

It is true, we do not fail to Pray againſt theſe: 

Evils, yet is their Continuance chiefly owing 

to our Luſts and Sins; when, tho we both 

argue and pray for Union, we are indiſpos d to 
embrace it, unleſs to be attain d by o our own 

Devices and Parties. | 


Wai 


1 2 1 


Nay, Is it not evident, that we hinder our 


own Peace, and continue the Grievances of the 


Nation? when, tho' the Iniquities of the Land 
are its greateſt. Enemies, we either encourage, 
or ſuffer them amiongſt us. But furely in vain 
do we expect to be at Peace, either with Gop, 
our ſelves, or others, by way of Covenant 
and Blefling from Him, unleſs. we reform: If, 
indeed, we leave our Sins, and ſubdue our Lufſts, 
there is great Reaſon to hope, that-theQueen may 
be our Nurſing Mother *, and our preſent War the 
means of a laſting Peace, both to our ſelves and 
Allies; yea, what is a greater Bleſſing, we may 


be under the Defenſe and Favour of the Ever 


laſting Father, and God of. Peace ; otherwiſe, 
let us not think it ſtrange, that we are a divided 
and endanger, if we ſtill continue a wicked 
People; when, | beſides the diſturbing Effects of 
Sin in themſelves, it is alſo dechrain the Text, 

That they who go in crooked paths, ſhall not 

know peace, that is, not ſo as to enjoy it, by 
oy of Favour and Blefling from Go 


Dey have made them crooked paths': 1 
| fever goeth therein Hall not RHOW peace. 


From which Words I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew, | — 

I. Firſt, How the Wickedneſs of a 8 is 
the chief Enemy, or Hindrance to its Peace and 
"1-54 . F 
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with Drought , yet arè we not without Proofs, , 


People of Hrael and Judah; when it was not 


K 13 ahh 
II. Satty That if we expect a firm NE 
laſting Peace, amongſt others, the Covenanted 
means to eb it, are our Prev and Kefer. 
mation. 
III. What the Wenden ſhould be, which 
may procure us ſuch Peace. | 
IV. Laſtly, * ſhall make ſome lnferences, p 
and conclude. m 
I. Firſt, How the Wickednels of a Nation is 
* chief Enemy, or Hindrance to its Peace 
Now, as they are either Oßen Enemies from 
Vit hout, or elſe Diviſions and treacherous 
Members within, that are the chief Inſtru- 
ments, whereby the Peace of a Nation is 
diſturb'd, ſo I proceed to prove, that it is the 
Wickedneſs of ſuch Nations, which giveth the 
foremention'd- Enemien their n col. 
and evil. Influence.” au ed 0 . 
And, Firſt, tho Ir mi che ew, how Sin pro- 
voketh GoB to be our Enemy, to gt againſt 
us with the Heavens, yea, to burn up our Land 


or Examples, how it both raiſes up Enemies 3 
from Men, and makes them prevalent over us, 
if we either conſider what is ſaid in Leuit. 26. 
and Deut. 28. or elſe GD Dealings with the 


only for its Sins, that Samaria was s led Captive, | 


128,71, 
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of Judah, that both rais d up Nebachadnezzar 
(that ' Aſpiring Monarch) againſt it, and alſo 
made him the more ſucceſsful in his Fictorie 
and Crue/ty, Jer. 25. 9. and 0. 7. 
Nor is it leſs to be imputed to our Iniquities, 
.- ſhould G op ſuffer our Enemies to be Lords over 
us; we perhaps may lay the Blame oneachothex, 
and accuſe the Male-Adminiſtration of Affairs; 
or we may charge our want of Succeſs and Cala- 
mities upon divided Counſels, or treacherous 
_ Ofgcers, both amongſt our ſelves, and Allies; yet 
yet however theſe may be the Occaſion, or 4 
ments, they are our Sins, that no leſs ſtrengthap 
our Enemies Force, than weaken our 1099#; 
that even bind our Armies (as it were with 
Chains) and our Navies with Links of Iron, 
ſo that they may not be able to ſave, or defend 
us. Nor is this to be thought ſtrange, if we 
conſider, that Victory and Salvation come not 
„ from them, but GoD,* who youchſates them, 
". hen, and how he pleaſeth. - And now can we 
expect, that GoD will ght for us, if we rebel 
againſt him, and even dare him to draw out the 
Sword of his Vengeance againſt us, by Iniquity? 
No! However, to. keep the Enemy from b/a/- 
pheming, he may do more for us, than we de- 
ſerve, yet if we conſider, how oft the Lord 
ſold his own People, for their Sins, into the 


2 


2 Kings 17. 6,78. but they were the Iniqhities 


Hands of their Enemies +; we are not with. 


171 


out reaſon to fear, that unleſs we Repent, we 
may rather be ruin d, than ſav d by the preſent * 
War, if thd we have many Allies to help us, 
we alſo have many National Sins to Hinder our 
Succeſs; for ſo God tells the Jezvs, that how- 
ever their Allies, the Egypttans had once rais d 
the Siege of Jeruſalem, yet ſhould it at length 
be deftroy'd; Tea, the (faith the Prophet) ye 
bad ſmitten the whole Army of the Chaldeans, 
and there remaiu d but wounded Men, yet even 
they ſhould riſe up in their Tents, and burn the 
City 191th Fire. Jerem. 30. 8, 9. Nay, what 
do we own leſs in our Prayers, upon the late 
Faſt-days, but to be given into the Hands of 
our Enemies, unleſs we Repent, is ven our 
n and Fear? | : 
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II. Secondly, Harem is the Wickedneſs of x „ 
Nation the chief Enemy, or Hindrance to its 
Peace and Security, viz. Becauſe it encreaſes, or 
continues Dev/rons and Animoſities in it. From 
whence come Wars and Fightings, come they 
not hence, even of your Lifts, which * War in your 
Members? James 4. 1. 88 

And may not this Expoſtulation be apply d 
to us? Has any Nation greater Reaſons to be 
at Unity with it ſelf, than ours? Have we not 
a powerful and implacable Euemy againſt us, and 
our Church? Nay, have we not our owh Prayers, 
and the Deſires of a "Gracious and Religious 


e 

27 Q EEN, as fo many Calls and Oblig ation 
to lay aſide our inteſtine Diſcords? And yet till, 
are we not a divided People? And 1s it not to 
be fear d, that many mndu/tr:on/ly endeavour to 
keep up unhappy Differences amongſt us, and 


that in a Reign, wherein we can want no Mo. 


tive for an Univerſal Agreement and Unanimity? 
Yet what is the Cauſe? Tho' I will not ſay, that 
this happens to us, as a Judgment for our piff 

Differences and Animoſities, that ſince we 
would divide, we ſhould ill be divided, yet 
this I. fear, viz. That beſides the Attempt of 
the Common Enemy, and his Agents, to main- 
tain and keep up our Diviſions and Parties; we our 
ſelves do not fail to continue, (if not encreaſe 
them, from our own vicious Practices, and 
Sniſter Deſigns; that not only /hew and make 
us to be Cruel and Ambitious, but leſſen (if 
not deſtroy) that Love, Tru/z, and Confidence, 
which ſhould be amongſt us; and, conſequently, 
tend to ſupport and encreaſe Variance and Diff · 
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III Thirdly, Men alſo is - th Wickednth 
of a Nation the chief Enemy, or Hindrance to 
its Peace and Security, Becauſe it tends to in. 
Fatuate and invalidate its Counſels. One of the 
chief Means to heal the Diſeaſes, and reſtore 
the Peace'of a Nation, and to make War with 
Succeſs „as faras Human Foreſight can carry 
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„is the wiſe Advice of its Sexators , in the . 
Muttitude whereof there is Safety,-Prov. 20. 18. 
and 24. 6. But now, if neither a People, nor 
its Senators hearken to the Voice of tHe. Lord, 
but perſiſt in Sinning againſt him, there is little 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that their Counſels will ei- 
ther be b/e/s'd, or /afe. For as Chriſt tells us, 
That Men do not gather Grapes of Thorns, 
nor Figs of : Thiſlles *; 10, — which ſhould - 
leſſen our Dependance, upon the Advice of the 
Wicked, is this, vi. That if their own Luſts 
do not prompt them to the Uſe of ſuch Me: 
thods, which may ſupport, or confiſt with 
themſelyes, yet being wicked in their Lives, 
they are the leſs in GoDs Favour; and con- 
kquently, having the leſs of his Spirit, there 
is not likely to be the Spirit of good Counſel , 
where there is not the Spirit and Fear of the 
Lrd. For tho it is not denied, that Men, 
who are Wicked, may yet be Cunning and 
Politick in 7hezr way, (and ſo is the Devil in 
his) yet ſtill, they having an Indiſpoſition to 
iety, and being alſo Enemies to GoD, they 
fk; are the leſ: capable to promote the Reformation Ts 
0 and SafetWof their Country. And hence it is, 
x: that tho' their Ce and Actions may be di- 
rected by GoD, for the Good of a Nation, and 
that even contrary to the Deſigns of ſuch Men; 
(thus Go order'd Haman's Advice to be for 


Mordecai 8 Honour, ang wusſehy alſo the 7 Cs ks | 
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Vet ſtill, however, * may be a Cauſe of 
g Truſt in, and Thankſgiving to Gon, it is 707 fo to 
the Wicked, when, befides that their good Con- 
ſultatiohs are accidental and imcon/tant , it is 
not to be ſuppoſed, that they will be hearty 
in the Propoſal, or Execution of thoſe Laws, for 
Piety and Reformation, which they themſelves 

\ ph againſt, or diſobey. 

Thus for Inſtance, Tho' God may put it 
Into the Heart of a eh to deſtroy Baal, or 
may make the Wicked the Inſtruments for the 
Propofal of good Laus; yet ſlill, as in the In- 
ſtance of Jeb. we find, that — kept to the Calves 

10. Of Feroboam *. SO uſually we do not expect, or 
find, that Goy's Honour is promoted by 4: 
the: its, or the Chriſtian Religion by Dees, any 
more than we ſuppoſe, that Yhore-mongers 
or Adulterers ,"(if left to their Liberty) wil 
either be ſtrict Law-giyers againſt, or impartial 
Puniſhers of Whoredom and Uncleanneſs. 

But to proceed, Suppoſing that the Advice of 
the Wicked be not Deceit in it ſelf, and that the 
City (or Government) is not over-thrown by 

„unit; as, if you believe the Wiſe Man it may f: 
5- yet herein is the evil Influence of Sn, upon 
the Counſels of a Nation, that, in Puniſhment for 
its Sins, GoD oftentimes diſappoints and con- 
| founds hem; fo that the Counſel of Abitophel 
is defeated and turn d into Fooliſbneęſs. 1 Sam. 17. 
14. Nor are we without a remarkable Inſtance t 
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[9] 
of this in J. 2. v.11, 12, I2; 14, 15. where 
it is not only ſaid, that Gop would ſet the 
Eyptians againſt each other, but he would de- 
ſtroy their Counſels, ſo that their Miſe men 
ſhould not heal the Breacheꝶ of Expr, That, - 
even the Princes of Zoan ſhould become Fools, 


and the Counſel of the iſe Counſellors ſhould 
become bruti/h and, by their Advice, they who 
were to be the Stay of Egypt, ſhould /educe it. 
Theſe Princes and Stateſmen had, no doubt, in 
themſelves, the Prudence and Condu of other 
Men But Egypt having proyoked God to 
deſtroy it, he therefore, in order to its Ruine, is 
laid to mingle a perverſe Spirit in the midſt of 
its Counſels, thro which they did not ſave, but 
caus d that Nation to err as 4 drunken Man 
fraggers in his Yomit ; that is, their Reſolutions 
were 10 various and uncertain, that they did 
not know what Methods to take for the Safety 
of their Country, There was not any Work for 
Egypt, which the Head or Tail, — or Ruſb 
might do, but all, both e and /ow were in 
Confuſion, n bs: 

Laſtly, Herein 100 88 the Wickedneſs oY a 
Nation the chief Enemy, or Hindrance to its 
Peace and Security, becauſe it tends to'over- 
throw, or hinder the Uſe. and Benefit of its 
Princes. 

For, Firſt, Is it not for ine of a Nation, 
that i its Princes are wicked, and by them it is 


rs] 


puniſh d? What doe we own leſs i in the Bobk if 


Homilies, concerning Rebellion, if thoſe Words in 
Hoſea 13. 11. do not alſo prove it, I gave thee 
4 King in my Wrath handen they ung of 
Saul or Jerobongp ? fl 91 
Secondly, Is it not ein Sim alfo, da wy 
good Kings and Queens may be taken away in 
Diſſpleaſure, when they could leaſt be ſpar? 
What does the Scripture intimate leſs, when as 
it declares That e do wickedly, ye ſball be con. 


fum'd, Both ye andl your Ning. 1 Sam. 12. 25. 80 


 ©it was not only for Zion's Sins, that her Ene- 
* mies fayour'd not her. Prieſts, and reſpected 
not her Elders, but even the e Anointed of the 
Lora, that King, under whoſe Shadow they 
propos d to live amongſt the Heathen, even 
* He was taken in their Pits. Lament. 4. 16, 20. 
Thirdly, If we believe the Scripture, it is 
declar d, that For the Tranſgreſſions of a Land, 
many are its Princes : by which Words, if it 
will not be allow'd, that, in'Puniſhment of a 
. for its Sins, God may ſuffer its Mo- 
narchical Government to be turn'd into a Re- 
Fur - publick , or to have many Goyernours at one 
time *, yet may we conclude it a ſoreJudgment, 
1 where the Changes of its — Governours 
* are various and violent t. 
- But farther, not to inſiſt upon the particular 
r Troubles and Snares, which fall upon Nations, 


under tuch Changes, it 1s not only remarkable, | 
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how the Wickedneſs of a Nation is the chief 


* 


that after the e Rewltof the Ten Tribes from the 
true Worſhip of God, and the Houſe g, David. 
there was — One, amongſt all the Kings of 
Iſrael, that was good, but beſides the frequent 
Revolutions of the Government, from one Fa- 
mily to another, in a ſhort Compaſs of Time, 
Egbt, at leaſt, of the Eighteen Kings, died vo- 
lent Deaths *. ? * 34 

And now, as it is not ſuppos d, but under vis | 
the various and violent Changes of their Princes, 2. ; 
great were the Miſeries of Hael, by Divifions , 5m 
Poverty, Invaſion and other Sufferings, I Kings 1650 
16. 21. 2 A7ngs 15, 26. 29. So that the People 
of 1/rael were afflicted by Multitude of Princes, 
that not only at length their King Ho/hea 
was led Caprive „but that they had no more 
Kings of Jrael, the Scripture declares to be in 
Puniſhment, For its Sins. 2 Kings 17, 46. 9. 

Thus alſo, it is not only ſaid, Haſea 8. * 
They have ſet up Kings, but not by me, they have 
made them Princes, and [knew it not, of their 
Silver and Gold have they made them [aols, that 
they may be cut gf. But Hoſea 10. 3. it.is de- 
clar d, Now they ſhall Jay we have no. King, be- 
cauſe we feur d not the Laa. what then ſhould 
a King do to us? 

And thus ] have ſhew'd, in ſeveral Particulars, 


Enemy, or Hindrance to its Peace and Security, 


v2, Firſt, becaufe it not only makes GoD our 
t ne- 


' 12 1 
Enemy, but Men alſo. 4. It cauſes: Kid con. 
tinues within it Diviſions and Animofities. 3. It 
tends to infatuate and invalidate its Counſels. 
4. It conduces to overthrow, and hinder the 
Uſe and Benefit of its Princes. | 
And tho', for the farther Proof of this Firſ 
Head, particularly in the laſt Inſtance, I might 
lay before you the Confeſſion of our CHURCH 
in two Collects, appointed to be uſed on the 
XXX. of January, wherein it is declard, that 
they were the Sins of the Nation which brought 
don the heavy Judgment upon it, of King 
Charles the Firſt 8 Death, that Excellent . 
„Religious reer 
fr 1 fay, tho I might urge our own Fears and | 
yer. Confeſſions, as a further Argument to prove my 
Firſt Head, yet it will be the more remarkable, 
if I lay before you the pious Declaration of 
our moſt Gracious and Religious Queen to this 
Purpoſe, dated March 26. 1702. 
_ Wherein:tt is not only declar'd, - © That Vice; 
© Prophaneneſs, Debauchery, and Immorality, 
if not timely remedied, may juſtly draw down 
the Divine Vengeance onus and our Azngdoms; 
but alſo, that we cannot expect the Bleſling and 
* Goodneſs of Almighty GoD, to make our 
* Reign happy-and - ar} — to- our ſelf and 
| © Kingdoms, nor hope for the Divine Aſſiſtance 
to deliver us from the great and immineni 
| - © Dangers, which our Kingdoms, and the true 
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proteſtant Religion, eſtabliſſid amongſt us; 


care, in this preſent Juncrure, threatened with, 
© without' a religious —— of God 5 Holy 


© Laws. 


And thus hiving treated of the Firſt, I pro- | 


ceed to the Second Head, viz. That if we ex- 
pect a firm and laſting Peace, amongſt others, 
the Covenanted Means to procure it, are our 
Piety and Reformation. 


And this I ſhall endeavour to prove, Firſt, 


from the Promiſes and Declarations, Secondly; 
from the Diſpenſations and Dy of Gn. 
recorded in Scripture. 


As to the Promiſes, tho they are many, both | 


in the Books of Moſes and the Prophets ; yet 


thoſe I ſhall more particularly mention, are in 


Levi. 26. v. 55 6, 7. and in Deut. 28. v. 7. 10. 


in which, as it is promiſed, that if his People 


would ſerve him, They ſhould dwell in their 
Land ſafely, yea God — give them Peace, 
and none Saul make them afraid ; ſo ſhould not 


the Sword go through their Land. but rather, if 


they were to go to war with their Enemies, they 


*/hould chaſe, but not be chaſed by them, nay. 


others alſo ſhould be afraid of them. 
Very remarkablealſoare the Promiſes made to 


Repentance, as well as Piety : thus tho Go 


threatneth, in Jerem. 18. 7, 8. 70 pull dozun 
and deſtroy a Nation for its Sinus, yet is not this 
abſolutely, but rather with a Prouiſo, that it 


24 
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| ſuch a Nation repents of the Evils oa 'Gop 


| WI ill remove or defer the Evils threatned. 
Nay, in Hoſea 6. 1, 2, 3, the Readineſs of Go oÞ 
to ſave, is urg'd as a Motive for a Nations Re- 
turn: Come and let us return unto the Lord, 
and then tho' He hath torn us, I may add, tho 
we have miſerably torn our ſelves, he will heal 
us, he hath ſmitten and he will hind us up, after 
#209 Days he will revive us, and aue Weener live i in 


| hes Sight. 


Nor, in the Second N were Gop's Dif: 
penſations diſagreeable to his Promiſes: 
For tho' it is not denied, but according to the 
Threatnings, they were often ſold to their Ene- 
mies, becauſe of their Sins, yet, upon their Re: 

formation, were they as often deliver l. 
Nor did God irreverſibly put a Period to 
their Peace, till they had rejected the ways of 
it, and became impenitently ſinſful, when tho 
for their Backſlidings, he permitted the 4k, it 
ſelf to be taken away by the Philiſtines, and gave 


| the Heathen Dominion over them, yet did not 
| he fail at length to raiſe them up a David, by 
| Whoſe Valour they ſubdued, and becaing a Ter- 


ror to their Enemies; an account of which we 
have repeated Eſal. 58. v. 60, 61, 62. 66. 70, 
r 

| _ It muſt be confeſs d, notwichfanding forme 
Promiſes and Diſpenſations, ſuch was the 
Wickedneſs of Manaſſeh, and the former Ido- 
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latry of the i Nation, in his and Amon's 
Days *, that tho h was zealous to reform - 
the Land, yet were not the Judgments threatned ” 
to be holy remoy'd-; nay rather the Death of 
J%/iah was a Judgment of Go p upon his People; 
and alſo, God declares by Jeremy, that how- 
eyer, upon the Return of his People, He 
would /ave Judah, and Jacob ſhould be at ref, 
yet would not he leave them altogether un- 
puniſh'd. Jerem. 30. 11. Let ſtill herein con- 
fiſts the Benefit of Reformation, that it not 


only removes the future Cauſes of Miſery, but 


prevails upon GoD, either to m7:gaze or defer 
his Anger, which otherwiſe would be more 
ſpeedy and ſevere in its Effects. 
And thus, no doubt, it was not only a pro- 
mis d Return to Js Reformation, and Piety, 
that he ſhould not ſee the Euil, but alſo a Mercy 
to his Subjects, to be repriey'd from it in his 


Days f. 


Secondly, Tho' I cannot ſay, that all the : 
Diſpenſations of God are to be expected by 
other Nations, in the ſame manner , as were 
!hewn to the People of //raeÞ and Judah ; yet 
lo far I conclude, that God will no leſs reward, 
than he commands true Reformation in all Na- 
tions; eſpecially ſince the Bleſſing of it de- 
ſcended upon Mueveh it ſelf. Upon a City 
whoſe Wickedneſs came up to Heaven, a City 
full of Blood, Robbery and Lies * ; and alſo *»- 
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ae . 
under the Threatning , Nr Foriy Daus and 
Nineveh Hall be outer-thrown : And yet ſo 
good an Event had the Cry and Return of its 
Inhabitants, that they lengthen d its Peace, 
and procur d a Reſpite, at leaſt, from their De- 
3-4 ſtruction f. ee 
And now, ſhall we in this Nation deſpair of 
Peace and Safety? Let us ſet upon Reforming 
in earneſt, and purſue it Zhroughty, and ſinful as 
we are, we may yet hope, that the orm will 
blow over us, and that God's Indignation (if not 
Man's) will be overpaſt. Ia. 26. 20. Who 
knows, but after we are rend, and made fit 
for GoD's Service, he will yet reſore us to ow 
ancient Clory. Ezek. 36. 11. and make us a 
Terror to that Nation, which, as to Gutward 
Danger, is the chiefeſt Cauſe of our preſent 
Fears. e omen 5 


GoD indeed may be ſo far provoked, by the. 
Sins and Ingratitude of a People, under the Re- 
ceipt of former Deliverances, that if Noah, Job, 
and Daniel were alive, they may not, by all 
their Interceſſions, be able to prevent the Dt 
viſions and Ruine of their Nation: Nor can! 
deny, but there may be a Day of Peace for Na. 
tions, beyond which, if they fin , they ſhall c 
have no more; and this Chriſt. declared of 7c; © 
ruſalem, © becauſe it had not known the things 
that belong d to her Peace, in its Day, the) 


| [nm] 
«were hidden from its Eyes. Luke 19, 41. 
But why was this? Was it not becauſe it re · 
jected the Ways of Peace? When therefore 
GoD calls upon a Nation to Reform, and alſo 
offers them Aſſiſtances and Encouragements to 
that End, it 1s not yet in that deplorable Con- 
dition of Jeruſalem : And I may ſafely ſuppoſe, 
that where Gop gives a People the Grace to 
repent, and follow the Concerns of their Peace, 
the Day of it is not yet paſt with them: For 
tho' Chriſt declares, Except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all ikewiſe periſh *. Yet does it not follow, 2e + :, 
/oall, but rather the Exception is an Argument, 
we ſhall not periſb, if we are but ſo wiſe as to 
Repent. Nor 1s this to be doubted, if we con- 
fider farther GoDds Declaration concerning 
Eypt, which, tho a Nation not in Covenant 
with Go p, a Nation not only infatuated in its 
Counſels, but appointed to Drink the Cup of 
God's Fury for its Tranſgreſſions; yet was it 
not ſo devoted to Ruine, but, upon its Return, 
God would be Entreated for, and heal its 
Sres, Nay farther , Egypt ſhould be a Nation 
whom he would //. Ia. 29. 22. 7777. 
And therefore, if we would know, whether 
we are in the way to Peace and Safety, what 
can I do leſs, than defire you to enquire, how 
our Caſe ſtands as to Reformation? * 
doubt not, but we both wiſh and hope for 


Peaceable Times; nor can I ſay, but we are 2 
8 | N 
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/ Prof pect of them, however at preſent 1 we are 
engag d in War, eſpecially if, with the En- 
deavours of our Religious Que EN, we alſo do 
our Parts; but yet unleſs we are fit for ſuch 
Times, and can gather ſome Hopes, by our own 
Amendment , as well as by the Prayers, the 
Counſels, and Arms of Her Majeſty, we may 
both deceive, and be deceiu'd in them. Do we 
then hope for a firm and laſting Peace at the laſt? 
Let us examin into the Hate of our Souls, as 
well as that of the Nation? Are we reconcild 
to GoD? Then may we expect to be at Unity 
with our ſelves; and allo, — w1ll either 
ſubdue, or elſe make even our Ezemzes to be a1 
peace with us, when our ways pleaſe him. Prov. 
I6.7. Otherwiſe, if we will not reconcile our 
ſelves to GoD, nor yet ceaſe to offend him with 
| our Sins, we are not the Peace-makers , but 
.s the Toublers of our Iſrael f. 

But now, on the other hand, do we find, thae 
after all the late Changes and Revolutions in 
other Affairs, we are alſo chang d and Reformd 
in our Lives: Let us not deſpair , but Ly up 
our Heads, for our Redemption draws nigh, and 
that becauſe we have already conquer d our 
greateſt Enemies, our Sins. 

| To conclude this Head, Happy is that Na- 
tion, herein all things go well, where there 
no Leading into Captivity , and no Complain 


ing in ils Streets *; no Fears from without, no 
Yar 


X 3 — fa A »_ þ —<- 


CLE 


” + jo — 


fa, > fo = Ot 


In 9 


Dangers from within, Happy are the People that 


are in ſuch a Caſe : But yet who ſhall be thus 
happy, I cannot ſay, except 7ho/e that have the 
Lord for their God, and act as his People, by 
their true Reformation. oF Tore 
The Conſideration of which leads me to the 
Third Head of this Diſcourſe, viz. What the 34. 
Reformation ſhould be which ſhould procure a 
firm and laſting Peace. l 
This ought, Firſt, to be Real, and not in For- 
mality or Pretence only. Secondly, It is to be 
entire, and not partial. 
Firſt, It is to be Real. 1 
It is not denied, that, of late Years, many 
have been the Days of Faſting and Humiliation, 
in which, beſides our Prayers for Pardon of 
Sin, there are others for Union and Peace: But 
tho thus to Fa? and pray be our Duty and In- 
tereſt, yet I add, unleſs we leave our Sins and 
Diviſions, that we bewail and pray againſt, 
What do we more than others? Mat. 5. 4-7. 
For even Hypocrites can keep Faſts, and our 
Enemies can have Days of Prayer, for God's 
Ble//ng upon their Forces, no leſs than we beg 
it upon ours if therefore we would enjoy the 
Benefits of a Reformation, we muſt bring forth 
Fruits meet for it f: we muſt abſtain from our t 
Iniquities, and add Piety and Charity to our 
Prayers ; otherwiſe, tho' we keep Days of Prayer 


and Faſting, ( Tear after Tear, yea Month after 
Month 


» is 

F 

* is 
1 


to gratify carnal and ſinfu 


their Zeal againſt Vice conſiſts more in repro 


1 20 


? * Aant h. ) if yet 10 faſt for Strife and Debate“; 


or if we Pray, it is not 1 right Ends, but 

Deſigns; if we ei. 
ther add Euil Means to our good Prayers, or 
continue Enemies to Gob in our Hearts, al. 


tho 2we honour him with our Lips, there is little 


Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that either ſuch Prayers, 
that are made to /erve Turns, or ſuch Faſting 


from Meat, which yet conſiſts with the Keen. 
ing of Sin, will be accepred as Reformation, or 


procure GODS Peace f. 
IE. Secondly, This Reformation ought ta be 


entire, and not partial. 


That is, we ought not to allow our ſelves in 


any Sins unrepented of, and not corrected, (other: 


wile, it is not true.) 
Thus for Inſtance , if tho' we hate Baals 


' Prieſts, and yet retain Jeroboam's Sins, if we 


cry out mightily againſt Perſecution. for Con. 


ſcience, and yet per/ecute each other for In- 


tereſt, or, at leaſt, do that to hs which we 
ſhould call Perſecution „if done to our ſelyes. 
How can this be call'd Reformation, any more 
than thoſe can be call d zrue Reformers, who 
puniſh Vice andImmorality in Enemzes and the 
Poor, and yet connive at, or forbear puniſhing 
them in their Friends, or the Great, 
Nay farther, if Men cry out againſt the Sins 
of the Nation, and yet retain their 027 , if 
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ding others, than in mending themſelves, and 
tho they talk earneſtly for Union and Mode. 
ration, are yet in their own Behaviour Factious, 
{chiſmatical and uncharitable , this is not truly 
to be Reform'd. And, if on the one hand, ſame _ 
are zealous againſt Pepery, as to ſome Parts of 
it, (ſuch are Praying to Saints, Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, and the like) and yet, in other Inſtances, 
hold Jeſuitical Principles, ſuch as thoſe af De- 
p9/ing, and Killing Kings ; and, if on the other 
hand, ſome do not yield to a Ceremony (altha” - 
not enjoyn'd, as any Part of Warſhip) and yet 
perſiſt in- Fraud, Malice, Lying and evil Speak- 
ing, will you call 2h % Reformers? uſt with as 
much Reaſon as thoſe can be caltd good Church- 
men; who talk bighly in its Praiſe, and Curſe 
Diflenters. from, yet ſeldom or never reſort to 
the Worſhip of our Church. - 

Laſtly, If the Profeſſion of the true Religion 

amongſt us, is of no longer .Continuance than 
the preſent Hfabliſtunent of it, by Human 
Laws, if, like the Hraelites, Men ſhall be for 
Unifarmity in Worſhip at Jeru/alem, in Slo- 
mon's Time, and yet, upon the Revolt of Jera- 
tram , are divided in their Worſhip; and if 
thoſe who are zeatous for the Temp/e-Service in 
one Reign, ſhall in another be b:ggotzed to the 
Calves of Bethel, ſhall this be call'd Reformation, 
or ſhall ſuch be ſaid to be tura'd unto the Lord? 
No; eſpecially when thus to act, is not pro» ' 
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| perly to leave, but rather to chooſe our Sing; | 
what we will keep, and what we will Forbear, : 
and conſequently to remain the Servants of 
= Sin *. 40 a | 
% And as thus to be partial in leaving Sin, is ! 
not to Reform, ſo neither is it /afe for the Na. 
tion, when particular Sins may be of dangerous 
Conſequence to it, if allow'd, or not reproyd. fl t 
„ For did not Achan's Sin trouble all Iſrael t? Wl 1 
Or did not Saul, by ſlaying the Gibeonites, bring f 
a repeated Famine upon the Land? Nay, W( 
Laſtly., did not David's Sin, in numbring the ii 
People, cauſe 7 houſands of them to dye by the 
„ , Pefilenctes? | | 
And why indeed ſhould it be ſuppos'd , that I. 
a partial Leaving of Sin, will procure us God's 
Peace, (and if not God's, in vain do we aſſure W H 
our ſelves of Mans) when ſuch Leaving of WD 
Sin is no more, than thoſe can do, whoſe State fe 
in Scripture, is neither {aid to be holy, nor ſafe; 
nor is a greater Reformation than the Wicked I th 
can perform; who, might they freely, and with Se 
Safety, follow ſome, would join in oppoſing £m 
other Sins. 69: _ 
Thus, let Jehu have his Maſter's Kingdom, I He 
and alſo cleave to the Sin of Feroboam, and, in “, 
other Matters, he ſhall ſhew his Zeal op the 
Lord of Hats, in deſtroying Baal, and the 
| Houſe of Abab f: Let Herod be unreproy d 
for Herodias, and he may yet hear the Bapiiſ, 
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both t, and gladly* : Or let Saul ſpare Mag, -. 
and the het of the Cattle, and no wonder if he 
orders, or allows the re to be deſtroy'd f. In; :s- 
ſort , let the Phariſee devour the Widow's 
is E Houle, and he will not to this End contract, but 
1- enlarge his Praying |. | I. 
18 And now if, by theſe Inſtances, it appears, 
chat Men may avoid ſome Sins, and yet be 
+? MW wicked, can it be thought, if we Reform no 
os Wl farther, we ſhall yet be fate? Or is it fit, that 
so ſhould give us Peace in thoſe ways, in which 
je if we continue, we are Seryants to Sin? No; 
ic Nor indeed doth the Scripture make us any 
ſuch Promiſe, but rather the contrary. Rom. 6. 
at 16. Mat. 23. 23. 25. ; FED | 
5 And thus having treated upon the ſeveral 
re Heads 1 propos'd, in the Beginning of this 
of M Diſcourſe, it remains that I make ſome In- 
te ferences and conclude. | ; 
et And, Firſt, is the Wickedneſs of a Nation 
ed I the chief Enemy, or Hindrance to its Peace and 
th Security, then do we learn from hence, how . 
ng imprudent and unſafe it is to expect them by 
sin? Nor is this only to be inferr'd from this 
m, Head, and alſo ſuch Texts, that declare the 
in ¶ Viſdom from above, to be both pure and peace- 
be able“: That Righteouſneſs and Peace, which - 
he make a Kingdom happy, do kiſs and embrace 
Vd each other +, but from ſeveral Inſtances , in, , 
1% >cripture, concerning the Danger of evil Means 
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or People. 


dertaking of the People to build Babel, tho, 
whilſt they agreed, their Succeſs was the more 
probable ; yet whereas their Deſign was no leſs 
to be above Gop's future Vengeance, than to 
get themſelves a Name, we find, that notwith- 
ſanding their Agreement , their Contrivance 
ended at length in the Confu/ion of their Lan- 
guage , and their Dijperſi ion upon the Face of 
the Earth *. 8 
Secondly, Tho', in Zeal to the People, Saul 
ſought to [lay the Gibeonites, yet did not this 
prove ſucceſsful to them, any more than his 
Sacrificing was a Security to himſelf, and his 
Family, when as, for this Sin, he had the Pre- 
diction, that the Kingdom ſhould not continue 
„ in his Line +: So, becauſe of the other, a fe- 
14 peated Famine was brought Upon the Land, 
{ even after his Death |. 
| Thirdly, Tho' it was Cajaphas Advice and 
Prophecy, that it was expedient Chriſt ſhould 
| dye for the Jeb Nation *, yet did not the 
|... following Event anſwer the End of this Advice, 
in his and the Phariſee's Deſign, when inſtead 
of preventing the Coming of the Romans againſt 
their Nation, they put an End to their Peace, 
and made even the Romans, the Executioners 
of Gops Vengeance upon them. TI 


FII. 4, 


and Contrivances for the Suyport df any Cate 
And, Firſt, tho great was the Deſign and Un- 
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ſt muſt be confeſs d, that notwithſtanding 
theſe Inſtances, how unſucceſsful it is to ſeek a 
Nation's Safety, i in evil ways ; and alſo the Pro- 
hibition given, by St. Paul, againſt doing Evil & 
that Good may come. They who attempt to 
ſecure 1ts Peace, by ſuch ways, may ſometimes 
meet with Succeſs for a Seaſon, yet are not they 
therefore to be imitated, or depended upon as 
/afe, and that not only, becauſe they are ſinful 
and forbidden, but becauſe the Providence 
Cod is not our Rule againſt his Laws ; whilſt 
Go, for ſeveral —— , may /uffer that to be 
done, which is not allomed us to do, nor ſafe : 
when, without Repentance, if the Puniſhment 
doth not fall upon the Publick here, (as often- 
times 1t doth ) li will certainly be inflicted upon 
the Evil. doers hereafter. And accordingly, tho 
Jacohs Lye was one Occaſion of getting the 


Bleſſing from 7/aac, yet is it not therefore to be 


juſtify'd, or imitated, when, beſides his own 
Checks and Arguments againſt, it put his Father 
into Trembling under the Senſe of it . 

But to draw towards the Concluſionof this firſt 10 
Inference. Tho it is not for us always to know the * 
Times and Seaſons, that the Father hath put in 
bis own Power || , when he will deliver his Ser- 
vants, who truſt ; in him; or when he will put | 4 
a Stop to the Ambition and Tyranny. of os 
Mighty : yet fince, beſides the aforemention'd 


Inſtances of theireyil Succels, we are told, — 4 
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unjuſtly) yet its End ſhall not be bleſſed t. There 
is little Reaſon to ſeek to finful ways, for a Na: 
tion's Safety; eſpecially, when beſides their Con 
trariety to the Covenanted ways of Succeſs, 


and the Dru, and offending God therein, we 


have a remarkable Inſtance amongſt our elves, 


how dangerous it is to do Evz/, that Good may 


come, 4/2. in the late C Wars, which tho 
defign'd by ſome to hinder the Growth of Po. 
pery , were one great Occaſion , whereby it 
might have been Eutaild upon us, had not 


. G op put a Stop to the Defigns and Acts of 


him, whoſe being a Papiſt, was chiefly owing 


to his Exile, and the Death of his Father. 


Secondly, To proceed to another Inference: 
From what hath been ſaid, under the Firſt 
Head, we may juſtly fear, that however G0 
hath wonderfully preſery.d this Nation in Peace 


and Safety, for many Years, we are not yet 


free d from the Danger of Confuſion and Ruine, 


1 unleſs we Reform, and that ſpeedily. _ 


If indeed, we. would no leſs perform, than 
we tall of Reformation, we have great Reaſon 
to hope, that the preſent War may end in 


Peace, and we ſhall ſtill be ſafe from the Common 


Enemy - But are not the People of this. Land, for 
the Generality, ſtill unreform d? When, if there 


be an Abatement of ſome Sins, viZ. SWEATING, 


” TW - _ 
, the Wicked are ſet in ſlippery places: and tha , 
' -Tho' an Inheritance may be gotten haſtily (or 
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t; curſing, Intemperance, publick Debauchery; 
or yet others are encreaſed, vix. not only Care- 
re leſneſs in GoD's Service, and the Keeping the 


a: Sabbath, but even the Contempt and Ridiculing 
n of reveal d Religion, and its Mimiſlers. And 
s, now, if theſe Things be ſo, can it be expected 


that GoD will not vt for them, unleſs we 
Repent t? Surely, if for the Sins of this Na- 17 
lion, GoD hath formerly viſited it with the 
Sword, with the Plague and Fire in our Chrefe/? 
City, we ought not to be careleſs and confident, 
but rather to Fear, Pray, and Repent, leſt he 
ſcourge us with the like, or greater Puniſh- 
ments. 133493 ++ | — 
For tho', to encreaſe our Thankfulneſs and 
haſten our Return, it is true, that Gop hath 
wonderfully continued our Peace, tho we are 
repriev'd from the various Dangers we fear d 
and deſery'd, both on the Right Hand and on the 
Left. yet unleſs we Reform, and that. /peedy, 
who knows but the Dangers, we lately fear d, 
may come upon us with an Increaſe; or if not, 
we are not aſſur d, but we may either be puniſh'd 
by thoſe ways on Earth, that we leaſt expected, 
or elſe more immediately by God's Vengeance 
from Heaven ; that tho we eſcape the Wrath 
and Sword of Men, we may fall into the Hands 
of Cod, and, if we believe the Scripture, It is 
2 fearful thing ta fall into the Hands of the 

Living God * Oo TM SIO Kern e A SR NCR 
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For, as Cop is not bound, by Human Rules, 
how he will /e, ſo neither how he will 
niſb a People; who cannot only cauſe the 
like Evils to befal them, which they hope are 
remou d or prevented, but can make what, ag 
to Human Apprehenſion is their Safezy, to be- 
come their Confuſion and Puniſument. 
Nor indeed is leſs to be fear d, if we confider, 
that however the e, were once GoD's pecu. 
liar People, and thoſe whom he ſpar d and de. 
liver d for many Generations ; yet did they not 
always eſcape, but as, before Chriſt's Time, 
they were led Captive to Babylon, ſo were they 
afterwards deſtroy'd from being a Nation, and 
that at a Time when their Hopes were great, of 
being /av'd by a Temporal Meſfiah : And, if 
God ſpard not them , ought we not to Fear 
and Repent , left otherwiſe he ſpare not.us ? 
And eſpecially, when tho GoD may ſpare us 
from utter Ruine, ſome time longer, this may 
not be in Mercy, but Judgment, to let us i 
up the Meaſure of our Sins, and to be the fad 
Preſage, that he is 'going to caſt us off for ever, 
or 40 pour his Wrath upon us to the utmoſt *. 
116. To conclude, We may, with our Sus, keep 
our Peace alſo for a while ; but unleſs we Re- 
form, as Jeremy cries out, Nhat will ye do in 
z the End thereof +? For however, we may ſup⸗ 
poſe our Sores to be heal'd, and our Breaches 
made up, yet if notwithſtanding G op Call. 


1 1 
and our Qu E ENS Deſire, that we would 
amend , we yet ſuffer Vice and Immorality, 
Prophaneneſs and Irreligion to corrupt this Na- 
tion, we are yet in a dangerous Condition. Our 
Wounds may ſeem to be cover d over, yet un- 
leſs we endeavour to remove the Evils, that 
are the Maladies and Diſeaſes, both of Souls 

| and Nations, there is Reaſon to fear, that our 

" WW Sores will break out again the more incurably 
upon us; at leaſt, it is not a promis d, but a 
miraculous Inſtance of God's Long: ſuffering and 
Mercy, if they do not; confidering, amongſt 
other Sins, our Abuſe. of former Peace, and 
Ingratitude for preſent Safety. 
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